
Deanna Kepka is a Huntsman Cancer Institute investigator and an assistant professor in 
the College of Nursing at the University of Utah. Dr. Kepka has established many 
partnerships with community, academic, and health care partners across the Mountain 
West, including local and state health departments, educational institutions, medical 
offices and hospitals and VFC.

Dr.   Kepka focuses specifically on preventing cervical cancer among US Latinas, who have 
higher rates of cervical cancer than most other racial and ethnic groups. Utah has one of 
the lowest rates of completion of the HPV vaccination series in the country, and Dr. 
Kepka’s work intends to develop more effective patient-provider interventions that will 
help increase this rate. She is also dedicated to improving health care services for cancer 
prevention and control among minority and underserved populations not only in Utah but 
other states around the country.  She developed and currently heads the Intermountain 
West HPV Coalition.

Dr. Kepka has led incredible strides in HPV vaccine education over the past year, including 
two clinical trials focused on improving uptake of the HPV vaccine and education about 
HPV vaccines for cancer prevention across the US. She is deeply committed and involved 
in improving HPV vaccination in Utah communities.
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