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2025 Silver Syringe
Denise Kunkel with Associated Food Stores

Pharmacies
Nominated by: Dr. David Cope

As the Director of the Pharmacy Clinical Programs for Associated Food Stores, Denise has
gone far above and beyond in her work to promote vaccines. She has had the explicit
goal of increasing access and availability of these life-saving immunizations. Denise

oversees a plethora of clinical programs that allow timely access to care that is otherwise
lacking.

In regards to vaccinations, she closely monitors the legal landscape, she is adept at
adopting policies and procedures within the guidelines set forth in the laws and statutes.
She has excelled in her leadership with the scores of pharmacists in their system to
promote vaccinations. She has led the system as they have experienced measurable
improvements in vaccination rates. Specifically, the policies she has put into place for
"standing orders" this past year has enabled and empowered the pharmacy staff.

Access to vaccinations through private and public health clinics has long fallen short. As
hard as the Clinics try, there are people who just don't take the initiative to attend the
clinic. By providing store-based pharmacy immunizations, Denise has brought the
vaccines to where people are. This huge gap in care has been bridged.
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